
Contents

list of illustrations vii
acknowledgments ix

introduction
 Debrah raSChke, PhylliS STernberg PerrakiS, anD SanDra Singer 1

Part one

Joining the Centuries: Lessing from the Twentieth to the Twenty-First Century

 1 notes for Proteus: Doris lessing reads the Zeitgeist
  rOberTa rUbenSTein 11

 2 “anon,” “Free Women,” and the Pleasures of impersonality
  TOnya krOUSe 32

 3 house/mother: lessing’s reproduction of realism in 
  the Sweetest dream
  rObin viSel 58

Part two 

Engaging the Postmodern Death of History: Redefining Context and 
 Historical Narrative 

 4 “What is the Function of the Storyteller?”: The relationship between 
  Why and How lessing Writes
  aliCe riDOUT  77

 5 london and kabul: assessing the Politics of Terrorist violence
  SanDra Singer  92



Contents

vi

 6 The Porous border between Fact and Fiction, empathy and 
  identification in Doris lessing’s the Cleft 
  PhylliS STernberg PerrakiS 113

Part three

Destabilized Genre as Social Critique

 7 love, again and the Sweetest dream: Fiction and interleaved 
  Fictions
  virginia Tiger 133

 8 Writing in a minor key: Doris lessing’s late-Twentieth-Century 
  Fiction
  SUSan WaTkinS 149

Part Four 

Reflections on Early, Midlife, and Later-Life Lessing

 9 Domestic Spaces: huts and houses in Doris lessing’s african Stories
  PaT lOUW 165

 10 The Challenge of Teaching Doris lessing’s the Golden Notebook 
  in the Twenty-First Century
  SUZeTTe henke 183

11  Sex after Sixty: love, again and the Sweetest dream
  rUTh O. SaxTOn 202

bibliography 211
notes on Contributors 225
index  229




