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Postmodern Spiritual Practices
The Construction of the Subject and the Reception of Plato in Lacan, Derrida, and 
Foucault
Paul Allen Miller

This book argues that a key element of postmodern 
French intellectual life has been the reception of Plato, a 
fact which has gone underappreciated in the Anglophone 
world due to a fundamental division in culture. Until very 
recently, the concerns of academic philosophy and philol-
ogy have had little in common. On the one hand, analytic 
philosophy has confined itself to questions of epistemol-
ogy, speech act theory, and philosophy of science. On 
the other hand, few classicists have ventured beyond 
the model of nineteenth-century Altertumswissenschaft 
to make forays into philosophical, psychoanalytical, and 
other speculative modes of inquiry. The result has been 
that postmodern French thought has largely been the 
province of scholars of modern languages.

A situation thus emerges in which most classicists do 
not know theory, and so cannot appreciate the scope 
of Lacan’s, Derrida’s, and Foucault’s contribution to our 
understanding of the genealogy of Western thought, while 
most theorists do not know the Platonic texts and the 
concerns that ground them. This book bridges this gap, 
offering detailed and theoretically informed readings of 
French postmodernism’s chief thinkers’ debts to Plato and the ancient world.

Paul Allen Miller is Carolina Distinguished Professor of Classics and Comparative Literature at the 
University of South Carolina.

2007 270 pp.
$59.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1070-3 
$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9147-4 
Classical Memories/Modern Identities
Paul Allen Miller and Richard H. Armstrong, Series Editors

 

RECENTLY PUBLISHED

Feeling History
Lucan, Stoicism, and the Poetics of Passion
Francesca D’Alessandro Behr

Feeling History is a study of apostrophe (i.e., the rhetorical device in 
which the narrator talks directly to his characters) in Lucan’s Bellum Civile. 
Through the narrator’s direct addresses, irony, and grotesque imagery, 
Lucan appears not as a nihilist, but as a character deeply concerned with 
ethics. The purpose of this book is to demonstrate how Lucan’s style 
represents a criticism of the Roman approach to history, epic, ethics, and 
aesthetics. Its chief interest lies in the ethical and moral stance that the 
poet-narrator takes toward his characters and his audience.

“This book is a well-researched discussion of Lucan’s extremely challenging poem on the Civil war between 
Caesar and Pompey. Working from a fine-grained analysis of one formal aspect of the poem, Lucan’s use of the 
literary trope of apostrophe, the author goes on to investigate what the use of apostrophe might indicate about 
the philosophical outlook of Lucan’s dark picture of the Civil War and the Empire that grew out of it.”
—Catherine Connors, University of Washington

Francesca D’Alessandro Behr is associate professor of classics and Italian studies at the University 
of Houston.

2007 259 pp.
$59.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1043-7 
$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9123-8 

The Ghosts of the Past
Latin Literature, the Dead, and Rome’s Transition to a Principate
Basil Dufallo

To understand the literary life of the Roman dead, The Ghosts of the Past develops 
a new perspective on Latin literature’s interaction with Roman culture. Drawing on 
the insights of sociology, anthropology, and performance theory, Dufallo argues that 
authors of the late Republic and early Principate engage strategically with Roman 
behaviors centered on the dead and their world in order to address urgent political 
and social concerns.

“Dufallo shows how the Roman dead are used as guarantors of authority when all the longstanding cultural institutions of 
Rome were in violent upheaval. . . . This book will appeal widely to humanists interested in how cultures negotiate profound 
historical change while preserving a sense of identity and continuity.”—Micaela Janan, Duke University
 
Basil Dufallo is assistant professor of Greek and Latin and comparative literature at the University of Michigan.

2007 175 pp.
$49.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1044-4 
$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9124-5 
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Reading Thucydides
James Morrison

“This is a splendid book. No one has demonstrated more clearly than James Morrison that the History, no less 
than Plato’s dialogues, was a transitional document between oral and literate methods of instruction and guid-
ance on those very matters that are the most important in life.” —Kevin Robb, University of Southern California
2006 320 pp.
$49.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1035-2 
$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9112-2

The Iuvenilia of Marc-Antoine Muret
With a translation, introduction, notes, and commentary by Kirk M. Summers

“The translation into English is the first ever, and the translation is excellent. The style of the introductory mat-
ter is clear and concise. I’m especially impressed at the commentary. Those who use this book will find what 
they need, quickly and efficiently.” —Craig Kallendorf, Texas A&M University
2006 264 pp.
$59.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1037-6 
$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9114-6
					   

Desiring Rome
Male Subjectivity and Reading Ovid’s Fasti
Richard J. King

“King draws a clear and cogent thread of argument through a consistent, coordinated methodology drawn 
from psychoanalysis and film theory. As King persuasively illustrates, the calendar is a seen object that also 
shapes the viewer, making its very perception a matter of negotiation, insofar as the calendar brokers a rela-
tionship between the citizen-subject and his cultural symbolization system.” —Michaela Janan, Duke University
2006 339 pp.
$69.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1020-8 
$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9097-2 

 
A Web of Fantasies
Gaze, Image, and Gender in Ovid’s Metamorphoses
Patricia Salzman-Mitchell

Drawing on recent scholarship in art, film, literary theory, and gender studies, A Web of Fantasies examines 
the complexities, symbolism, and interactions between gaze and image in Ovid’s Metamorphoses and forms a 
gender-sensitive perspective. It is a feminist study of Ovid’s epic, in which discussions of viewers, viewing, and 
imagery strive to illuminate Ovid’s constructions of male and female. This innovative work brings forth the perva-
sive importance of the act of looking in the poem which will affect future readings of Ovid’s epic.

2005 262 pp.
$62.95 cloth 978-0-8142-0999-8 
$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9077-4

The Elegiac Cityscape
Propertius and the Meaning of Roman Monuments
Tara S. Welch

“Welch’s book is a tour de force. The connections she makes between gender, ideology, history, and religion in 
Propertius are done in a masterly and seamless fashion. Her knowledge of these areas, her command of gender 
theory and criticism, and her sensitivity to the nuances of poetic language are extremely impressive.”
—Ellen Greene, University of Oklahoma

2005 223 pp.
$52.95 cloth  978-0-8142-1009-3 
$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9087-3 

					   
Catullus in Verona
A Reading of the Elegiac Libellus, Poems 65–116
Marilyn B. Skinner

“Skinner’s Catullus in Verona . . . . gives a dazzling demonstration of how even the seemingly over-familiar can 
yield fresh insights. Subtly interweaving old biographical platitudes and new literary theory, persona and person, 
she offers us a Catullus . . . faced with a public and private crisis of late Republican values—political, social, 
and literary—that forced him to abandon his neoteric models, to rethink all his relationships; plus a Lesbia, the 
‘written woman,’ who here generates more semantic flux than heartbreak. Skinner’s readers, too, will end by 
rethinking a group of poems they thought they knew. This is no small achievement.” —Peter Green, The Times 
Literary Supplement

2003 312 pp.
$62.95 cloth 978-0-8142-0937-0 
$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9023-1
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In addition to producing works of scholarly merit and of sound production quality, we concentrate 
on ensuring that an author’s experience throughout the publishing process is the best one he or she 
could possibly have. We want each one of our authors to enjoy working with our professional staff, be 
personally satisfied with the completed book, and overall feel they made the right decision to publish 
with The Ohio State University Press.

Our authors say . . .
“I doubt that a publisher will ever treat me (or my work) any better than The Ohio State University 
Press treated me. Thanks again.” —David Andrews, author of Soft in the Middle: The Contemporary 
Softcore Feature in Its Contexts

“Thanks, again, for your patience and sympathy (and professionalism) throughout the process. 
I can’t tell you how much better OSUP runs itself than other presses with which I’ve had 
experience!” —Caroline Reitz, author of Detecting the Nation: Fictions of Detection and the 
Imperial Venture

WHY PUBLISH WITH US?

About the Classical Memories/Modern Identities series
Edited by Paul Allen Miller and Richard H. Armstrong

This series explores how the classical world has been variously interpreted, transformed, and appropriated to forge 
a usable past and a livable present. Books published in this series detail both the positive and negative aspects 
of classical reception and take an expansive view of the topic. Thus it includes works that examine the function 
of translations, adaptations, invocations, and classical scholarship in the formation of personal, cultural, national, 
sexual, and racial formations. Inquiries should be directed to Eugene O’Connor at The Ohio State University Press.

	

ACQUISITIONS

Eugene O'Connor, Ph.D., Acquiring Editor
eugene@osupress.org     614-292-3667

Open Access Titles

“The Gentle Voices of Teachers”
Aspects of Learning in the Carolingian Age
Edited by Richard E. Sullivan

The Mythographer
Fulgentius. Translated from the Latin with Introductions by Leslie George Whitbread

Pope’s Horatian Poems
Thomas E. Maresca

Vox Populi
Violence and Popular Involvement in the Religious Controversies of the Fifth Century A.D.
Timothy E. Gregory

Visit www.ohiostatepress.org to view these titles.



Qty		  Author/Title		   	 ISBN			   Price

Name

Address

 City

Check/money order enclosed

Card #

Daytime phone (in case of questions) 

 Shipping & Handling

  Total 

Subtotal

MasterCard Visa

 *Illinois and Canadian sales tax

American Express DiscoverExpiration date

For shipping and handling in the U.S., add $5.00 for the first book 
and $1.00 for each additional book. Canada, Mexico and all other 
areas add $8.50 per book, as they will be shipped via air mail.

*Sales Tax: IL, add 9%
 Canada, add 6% GST
 Prices are subject to change without notice.

ORDER FORMAbout the Classical Memories/Modern Identities series
Edited by Paul Allen Miller and Richard H. Armstrong

This series explores how the classical world has been variously interpreted, transformed, and appropriated to forge 
a usable past and a livable present. Books published in this series detail both the positive and negative aspects 
of classical reception and take an expansive view of the topic. Thus it includes works that examine the function 
of translations, adaptations, invocations, and classical scholarship in the formation of personal, cultural, national, 
sexual, and racial formations. Inquiries should be directed to Eugene O’Connor at The Ohio State University Press.

	

The Ohio State University Press 
c/o Chicago Distribution Center 
11030 S. Langley Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60628

Toll Free order lines
(U.S. and Canada only) 
Phone: (800) 621-2736 
Fax: (800) 621-8476 

Outside U.S. and Canada
Phone: (773) 702-7000
Fax: (773) 702-7212

Email: ohiostatepress@osu.edu
http://www.ohiostatepress.org

Less 20% discount (before 3/15/08)
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