
Victorian Studies
THE OHIO STATE 

UNIVERSITY PRESS 2007

The Citizen’s Body
Desire, Health, and the Social in Victorian England

Pamela K. Gilbert

The management of the social body through discourses of health 
was the principal means of negotiating the new questions of 
citizenship and the Condition of England. In The Citizen’s Body, 
Pamela Gilbert traces the construction of citizenship through 
the figure of the healthy body, in parliamentary debates on the 
franchise, in sanitary and housing publications, and in novels. The 
rhetoric of the healthy body as the ground of civic participation 
permeated the discourse of the novel, as shown in the work of 
Dickens, Oliphant, Disraeli, Eliot, and Gaskell.  

	 This book offers a new understanding of Victorian liberal 
thought, citizenship, the social body, and the Victorian novel.

	 	 Pamela K. Gilbert is professor of English at the 
University of Florida.

2007 232 pp.
$39.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1052-9 

$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9132-0

 
Performing the Victorian

John Ruskin and Identity in Theater, Science, and Education
Sharon Aronofsky Weltman

“Performing the Victorian makes important contributions to contemporary debates 
about human identity, sexuality and gender, and Ruskin studies, which have increas-
ingly become a growth industry as this central Victorian’s importance in a large 
number of fields is increasingly recognized.” —George P. Landow, professor of 
English and History of Art, Brown University

Performing the Victorian: John Ruskin and Identity in Theater, Science, 
and Education by Sharon Aronofsky Weltman is the first book to 
examine Ruskin's writing on theater. It interprets recent the-
ater portraying Ruskin as merely a Victorian prude or pedophile 
against which contemporary culture defines itself. 	
	 Sharon Aronofsky Weltman is an associate professor 
of English at Louisiana State University.

2007 177 pp.
$36.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1055-0 

$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9134-4 
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Disciplining Love
Austen and the Modern Man

Michael Kramp

“Disciplining Love is a fascinating, provocative, and highly readable book. It 
provides fine close readings of Austen’s men as men. Copious references to the 
male characters featured in the fiction of Austen’s contemporaries also make the 
book indispensable. Michael Kramp’s analysis of early modern masculinity allows 
us to see the ways in which Austen follows—not just how she radically departs 
from—those who came before her. Disciplining Love is beautifully written and 
deserves a wide audience.” —Devoney Looser, associate professor of English, 
University of Missouri-Columbia

In Disciplining Love, Michael Kramp offers a fresh perspective on 
the dynamic function of gender, love, and desire in the novels of 
Austen, initiating a new direction in the study of the early-nine-
teenth-century novelist by employing the theoretical writings of 
Gilles Deleuze and Michel Foucault to read Austen’s corpus. 
	 Michael Kramp is associate professor of English 
and director of Cultural Studies at the University of Northern 
Colorado.

2007 202 pp.
$37.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1046-8 

$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9126-9 

The Novel and the Menagerie
Totality, Englishness, and Empire

Kurt Koenigsberger

 “While there have been many recent studies of the emergence of the              
exhibitionary complex in nineteenth-century Britain, and while the studies 
relate this complex to empire, none more closely tracks the parallels between 
novels, menageries and zoos, and limnings of the imperial totality than does 
Koenigsberger’s study.” —Patrick Brantlinger, James Rudy Professor of English at 
Indiana University

“The Novel and the Menagerie is an interesting and imaginatively conceived book. 
Koenigsberger’s combination of literary, journalistic, and ephemeral sources and 
his discussion of representations of Englishness in menagerie displays make for 
an engaging and informative read.” —Harriet Ritvo,  Arthur J. Conner Professor 
of History at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

The Novel and the Menagerie works at the juncture of literary 
criticism, colonial discourse studies, and cultural analysis to his-
toricize the notion of totality in the theory and practice of the 
English novel. In exploring the shapes of the novel in England and 
of the English institutions that collected exotic animals, it offers 
fresh readings of familiar literary texts and opens up new ways 
of understanding the character of imperial Englishness across the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries.
	 Kurt Koenigsberger is associate professor of English and Director of Composi-
tion at Case Western Reserve University, and Associate Director of the Society for Critical 
Exchange. 									             	
									                2007 320 pp.

$41.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1057-4 
$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9136-8

Problem Novels
Victorian Fiction Theorizes the Sensational Self

Anna Maria Jones

In Problem Novels,  Anna Maria Jones argues that, far from partici-
pating “invisibly” in disciplinary regimes, many Victorian novels ar-
ticulate sophisticated theories about the role of the novel in the 
formation of the self. In fact, it is rare to find a Victorian novel in 
which questions about the danger or utility of novel reading are 
not embedded within the narrative. In other words, one of the 
stories that the Victorian novel tells, over and over again, is the 
story of what novels do to readers. This story occurs in moments 
that call attention to the reader’s engagement with the text. 
In chapters on Wilkie Collins,  Anthony Trollope, and George Mer-
edith, Jones examines “problem novels”—that is, novels that both 
narrate and invite problematic reading as part of their theorizing 
of cultural production. Indeed, as Problem Novels shows, Victorian-
ists’ attachments to critical “detective work” closely resemble the 
sensational attachments that we assume shaped Victorian novel 
readers.
	 Anna Maria Jones is assistant professor of English at 
the University of Central Florida. 

2007 200 pp.
$34.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1053-6 
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Little Songs
Women, Silence, and the Nineteenth-Century Sonnet

Amy Christine Billone

In Little Songs: Women, Silence, and the Nineteenth-Century Sonnet, 
Amy Christine Billone analyzes the bond between lyric poetry 
and silence in women’s sonnets ranging from the late eighteenth-
century works of Charlotte Smith, Helen Maria Williams, and 
Anna Maria Smallpiece to Victorian texts by Elizabeth Barrett, 
Christina Rossetti, Isabella Southern, and other, lesser-known    
female poets.  Although scholars acknowledge that women initi-
ated the sonnet revival in England, Little Songs is the only major 
study of nineteenth-century female sonneteers.
	 Billone argues not that women’s sonnets overcame 
silence in favor of lyrical speech during the nineteenth-century 
sonnet revival, but rather that women simultaneously posited 
both muteness and volubility through style and theme. In opposi-
tion to criticism that stresses a modern shift from compensatory 
to non-consolatory poems of mourning, Billone demonstrates 
how women invented contemporary elegiac poetics a century in 
advance.
	 Amy Christine Billone is an assistant professor of 
English at the University of Tennessee.

2007 199 pp.
$39.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1042-0 

$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9122-1 
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Little Songs
Women, Silence, and the Nineteenth-Century Sonnet

Amy Christine Billone

In Little Songs: Women, Silence, and the Nineteenth-Century Sonnet, 
Amy Christine Billone analyzes the bond between lyric poetry 
and silence in women’s sonnets ranging from the late eighteenth-
century works of Charlotte Smith, Helen Maria Williams, and 
Anna Maria Smallpiece to Victorian texts by Elizabeth Barrett, 
Christina Rossetti, Isabella Southern, and other, lesser-known    
female poets.  Although scholars acknowledge that women initi-
ated the sonnet revival in England, Little Songs is the only major 
study of nineteenth-century female sonneteers.
	 Billone argues not that women’s sonnets overcame 
silence in favor of lyrical speech during the nineteenth-century 
sonnet revival, but rather that women simultaneously posited 
both muteness and volubility through style and theme. In opposi-
tion to criticism that stresses a modern shift from compensatory 
to non-consolatory poems of mourning, Billone demonstrates 
how women invented contemporary elegiac poetics a century in 
advance.
	 Amy Christine Billone is an assistant professor of 
English at the University of Tennessee.

2007 199 pp.
$39.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1042-0 

$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9122-1 

	



Detecting the Nation
Fictions of Detection and the Imperial Venture

Caroline Reitz

“Caroline Reitz . . . argues that [Victorian detective fiction] was inaugurated as a means 
of domesticating and making palatable to the public the men who (often brutally) po-
liced the Empire. Intriguingly, she suggests that the Thuggee terror network itself could 
have been deliberately misrepresented in order to justify more repressive means of 
law enforcement—and even includes the barest hint that these stories may have some 
troubling twenty-first-century resonances.” —Times Literary Supplement

“Dickens’s Inspector Bucket (introduced in Bleak House) and Wilkie Collins’s Sergeant 
Cuff (in The Moonstone) reassured the nation that authority could be simultaneously 
nonviolent and effective through its reliance on detection. Moreover, according to the 
author, the detectives’ methods were precisely those used by colonial administrators 
to maintain order and control throughout the nation's far-reaching empire. Thus, she 
contends, the minor detective story is anything but minor: it played an important role 
in forging British national identity. This is a thoroughly researched book, supported by 
extensive explanatory notes.” —Choice
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Lost Causes
Historical Consciousness in Victorian Literature

Jason B. Jones

“Jason Jones’ Lost Causes is an original, timely contribution to Victorian literary and cultural 
studies. The book is eloquently written, well researched, and persuasively argued. Jones offers a 
significant revision of traditional assumptions about the nature and status of historical imagina-
tion in nineteenth-century British culture, and his account sheds new light on several important 
aspects of Victorian culture through its entirely new perspective on problems of historical 
causation.” —John Kucich, University of Michigan

“Lost Causes is a highly charged, necessary study that rethinks how we see the Victorians in their 
understanding of history, and which, as Jason Jones reveals, is much more complex than many of 
our present critical notions, concerning either of history or the Victorians.” —Julian Wolfreys, 
author of The Old Story, with a Difference: Pickwick's Vision

2006 160 pp.
$22.95 paper 978-0-8142-5156-0 
$59.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1039-0 

$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9117-7 
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Feminist Realism at the Fin de Siècle
The Influence of the Late-Victorian Woman’s Press on the 

Development of the Novel
Molly Youngkin

“The method, the premise, the virtually untapped contemporary sources and the approach to ex-
plicitly feminist criticism of New Woman novels are all original and will be valuable to students and 
scholars of nineteenth- and twentieth-century literature.” —Sally Mitchell, Temple University 

“Youngkin offers new and important contexts for understanding the rise of New Woman fiction 
but also, very importantly, for understanding the nuanced differences among these novels of critical 
importance to critics, feminists, and avid fans of realist fiction in the nineteenth century.” —Teresa 
Mangum, University of Iowa

2007 216 pp.
$39.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1048-2 

$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9128-3 

Novel Professions
Interested Disinterest and the Making of the 

Professional in the Victorian Novel
Jennifer Ruth

“Jennifer Ruth's lively and ambitious study not only provides a set of theories in narra-
tive form about intellectual labor and the middle-class professional of the nineteenth 
century, but also offers an account of intellectual labor in the present-day academy, 
effectively suggesting ways for contemporary academics to re-theorize their positions, 
the better to defend the value of the intellectual work they do.” —Nicholas Daly, 
author of Literature, Technology, and Modernity

2006 153 pp.
$24.95 paper 978-0-8142-5152-2
$69.95 cloth 978-0-8142-1016-1

$9.95 CD 978-0-8142-9092-7
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The Old Story, with a Difference
Pickwick’s Vision
Julian Wolfreys

“Brilliant! Wolfreys sets out to reposition Pickwick for us and allow us to see it different-
ly, have we but the eyes to see. In the process, he roams far and wide, always suggestively 
and usually delightfully, in wondering out loud how it is we do see, especially how we see 
the past.” —James Kincaid, author of Annoying the Victorians

2006 122 pp.
$24.95 paper 978-0-8142-5149-2
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Deciphering Race
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the Turn to Fiction in Mid-Victorian 
English Prose
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The Woman Painter in Victorian Literature
Antonia Losano

The nineteenth century saw a marked rise both in the sheer numbers of women active 
in visual art professions and in the discursive concern for the woman artist in fiction, the 
periodical press, art history, and politics. The Woman Painter in Victorian Literature argues that 
Victorian women writers used the controversial figure of the woman painter to intervene 
in the discourse of aesthetics. These writers were able to assert their own status as artistic 
producers through the representation of female visual artists. 
 	 Women painters posed a threat to the traditional heterosexual erotic art sce-
narios—a male artist and a male viewer admiring a woman or feminized art object.  Antonia 
Losano traces an actual movement in history in which women writers struggled to rewrite 
the relations of gender and art to make a space for female artistic production.                  
              Antonia Losano is associate professor of English and American literatures at 
Middlebury College.
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